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OFFICER 
ELECTIONS 

In June 2010, vote for 

Vice  President and 

Secretary candidates 

on the TCEC website: 

www.tcecweb.org  

UPCOMING 
CONFERENCE 
Texas CEC invites you 

to learn more about 

TCEC and to join in the 

mission of insuring 

quality education for 

exceptional children. 

 June 17-19, 2010 
The Westin Hotel DFW 

Irving, TX 

For more information: 

www.tcecweb.org  

    It is hard to       
   believe another 
   school year is  
   wrapping up! As 
   many of you are 
   celebrating the 
   completion of    
   another           
   academic year 
and planning end of year parties, we  
are preparing for the next TCEC Confer-
ence.  I invite each of you to join us in 
Irving, Texas from June 17-19 to cele-
ōǊŀǘŜ άор ¸ŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ L59!Φέ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ 
conference will take us on a journey 
through the changing times of special 
education. Join us in Irving for some 
fun, learning, and the opportunity to 
share ideas with colleagues. 
 As my presidential term comes to 
an end, I want to thank everyone for 
making my term so exciting and enjoy-
able.  As we move towards the begin-
ning of another year, I encourage each 
of you to become actively involved 
within the TCEC organization.  At this 
time, several positions are open for 
nominations (e.g., Vice President and 
Secretary), if you are interested in serv-
ing on the TCEC board as an officer or if 
you know someone who might be in-
terested, please submit nomination 
materials to be included on the upcom-
ing ballot.  Involvement within the or-
ganization is also possible by serving on 
one of our many committees.  I wel-
come any assistance because together 
we are stronger. 

 Many changes are currently under-
way in the field of education.  Our spe-
cial education profession continues to 
be ever changing.  Specifically, at this 
time with the reauthorization of the In-
dividuals with Disabilities Education Im-
provement Act (IDEIA) and No Child Left 
Behind (NCLB).  Now more than ever 
our voices need to be heard, and I en-
courage each of you to become involved 
and provide input to legislatures.  The 
mission of TCEC is to advocate for and 
provide awareness of issues impacting 
the education and services to children 
and youth with special needs. By sup-
porting the mission and working to-
gether, TCEC will be at the forefront of 
special education. 
 I look forward to seeing everyone in 
Irving!! 
 

Message from the President  
Dr. Tammy Stephens 
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The Bulletin is the official  
newsletter of the Texas Council 
for Exceptional Children (TCEC), 
a state division of the Council 
for Exceptional Children. 
Subscriptions are by 
membership to TCEC. The editor 
encourages responses, ideas, 
and inquiries. Submissions of 
previously unpublished material 
are welcome for consideration. 
 
Editorial Address: 

Leann DiAndreth-Elkins  
TCEC Editor  
College of Education  
Texas Tech University 
Box 41071  
Lubbock, TX 79409-1071 
806-742-1997 x286 
E-mail: leann.elkins@ttu.edu 

 
TCEC Web site: 

www.tcecweb.org 
 

Newsletter Disclaimer 
Statement: 

The opinions and information 
contained in the articles in this 
publication are those of the 
authors of the respective 
articles and not necessarily 
those of the editor of the TCEC 
newsletter or the Texas Council 
for Exceptional Children. 
Accordingly, TCEC assumes no 
liability, loss, or risk that may be 
incurred as a consequence, 
directly or indirectly, of the use 
and application of the contents 
of the publication. 

CANDIDATE FOR SECRETARY  
 
Dr. Dwane Allen has a doctorate in 
Special Education with an emphasis in 
child psychopathology and research. 
He is licensed by the State of Texas as 
a Specialist In School Psychology. He is 
a Certified Principal, Certified Educa-
tional Diagnostician, Certified Special 
Education Teacher and Certified Clini-
cal Mental Health Professional. Dr. 
Allen has clinical experience in a vari-
ety of settings, such as a crisis cen-
ter, psychiatric hospital setting, day 
treatment program, mental health 
center, developmental center and as a 
community provider to school and 
youth programs. In addition, Dr. Allen 
has served in the school system over-
seeing special education programs and 
providing psychological & counseling 
services for students with special 
needs. Dr. Allen has consulted to na-
tional and state programs such as the 
.ƻȅΩǎ {Ŏƻǳǘ hŦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΣ 5Ŝƴǘƻƴ 
County MHMR, and various regional 
school districts in Texas. Dr. Allen has 
made professional presentations at 
state and national conferences, con-
ventions and public organizations. He 
has been published in professional 
journals.  

CANDIDATE FOR VICE PRESIDENT 
   
  Dr. Jessica A. Rueter 
  Is an assistant     
  professor of special 
  education at Sam 
  Houston State Uni-
versity. Her research interests in-
clude best practices of assessment 
for students with disabilities and 
evidence-based interventions. Spe-
cifically, her research interest is ex-
amining the link between recom-
mendations provided on full individ-
ual evaluations and classroom in-
struction using instructional strate-
gies that are evidence-based. Dr. 
Rueter has presented at numerous 
national, state, and local special 
education conferences and has sev-
eral publications in the area of as-
sessment. She is the secretary for 
Texas Council for Exceptional Chil-
dren and is a member of many other 
professional organizations. Dr. 
Rueter is also the co-advisor for the 
Student Council for Exceptional Chil-
dren at Sam Houston State Univer-
sity. 



¢ƘŜ ά¢ŜȄŀǎ {ƻŎƛŀƭέ ǿŀǎ ŀ 
big hit at the Council for 
Exceptional Children
(CEC) Annual Convention 
held Thursday, April 22, 
2010, at the Gaylord 
Opryland Hotel in Nash-
ville, Tennessee. Ap-
proximately 250 atten-
dees came to hear 
ά{ƳƛƭŜȅέ wƻōŜǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ 
the Sweatband.  Freddy 
Holcomb, a past Texas 
CEC president, joined in 
performing a few coun-
try favorites as well.  

The Texas CEC spon-
sors the annual event at 
the CEC Convention with 
a live  band, snacks, cash 
bar, and free gifts in-
cluding cowboy hats, 
bandanas, and door 
prizes.  

Texas Social a Big Hit in Nashville 
Rochell McWhorter, TCEC Vice-President 

New Student 
CEC Chapter 
at Angelo 

State 
 
Texas CEC 
welcomes our 
newest Student 
CEC chapter 
#1214, 
established at 
San Angelo State 
University. The 
ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊΩǎ ŀŘǾƛǎƻǊ 
is Dr. Richard 
Evans. 
Congratulations 
to the students 
and Dr. Evans on 
their efforts! 

Photos courtesy of Freddy Holcomb 
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¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ¢ŜȄŀǎ /9/ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƎƛǾŜ 
you useful ideas and practical strategies and re-
sources that you can take back and use immediately 
in your school, classroom, and community.  Join 
with us this summer and recharge, reenergize, and 
reconnect with other professionals in Texas.  
 
Conference Features: 

�x��Over 35 breakout sessions 
�x��Pre-Conference workshops  
�x��Exhibits and vendors with special drawings  
�x��Special topical strands 
�x��Showcase practices 
�x��Team building 
�x��Networking opportunities 
�x��Professional development 

 
For more information:  www.tcecweb.org  

Dr. Richard Van Acker is  
Professor of Special  
Education at the  
University of Illinois at  
Chicago.  He was one of  
the first educators to  
explore instructional interventions for children 
with Rett Syndrome, a pervasive developmental 
disorder.  His research explores the develop-
ment and prevention of antisocial behavior in 
children and youth, and he studies teacher and 
student interaction as it impacts instruction and 
classroom management.  His research has been 
presented numerous articles in professional 
journals, books, book chapters, and professional 
monographs.  Also, he consults with schools 
across the nation in efforts to assist in the provi-
sion of quality educational programming for stu-
dents with challenging behavior.  
 
 
Dr. Millie Gore is Hardin  
Distinguished Professor  
at Midwestern State  
University.  She is the  
author of several books  
for special education and 
general education  
teachers.  Having begun her special education 
career in 1974, she has watched the field evolve 
for over a third of a century.  

Featured Conference Speakers 
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Texas CEC Conference 2010  
Celebrating 35 years of IDEA: Standing on Shoulders of Giants  

The Westin Hotel DFW Airport, Irving, TX 
June 17-19, 2010 


